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2. 3 Memories of my visit of the Kyushu University Yuan, Dongliang

During June 25 through August 24, 2015, I visit Research Institute of Applied
Mechanics of the Kyushu University for a collaborated study of the interaction between
the Northwestern Pacific and the East China Sea. This is my second visit of the
Kyushu University. The first visit was in 2009, lasting for 3 months. The outcome of
the second visit is very fruitful. I worked with Prof. Naoki Hirose and his postdoc on
the analysis of the shelf circulation in the southwestern Yellow Sea. We used
hydrography data and surface drifter trajectories from four cruises in the area to
analyze the shelf circulation in summer. The study has provided solid evidence, for the
first time in history, that the Subei costal current flows northward in June-July instead
southward as traditionally believed. The manuscript has been submitted to the
Continental Shelf Research journal and is currently under the second round of review at
present. The postdoc in Prof. Hirose’s group worked on the simulation of the
cross-shelf circulation over the Yellow Sea in winter and used the drifter trajectories of
my cruise to support their numerical simulation. A manuscript has been worked out
and has been submitted to the Continental Shelf Research journal for a review.

I enjoyed staying in Fukuoka very much,
particularly the urban culture and the foods.
I also enjoy the days and friendship of the
RIAM faculty. During the wvisit, I visited
the Tokyo University and JAMSTEC and T
have discussed future collaborations on the .
western Pacific study with them. My
family visited me during my stay in
Fukuoka. We toured the Kyoto area during
holidays and had a lot of fun. We
appreciate the support of the Kyushu

University very much.

Visit of Kyoto.



2. 4 Pleasant Memories at RIAM Moon, II-Ju

My visit to RIAM for a month was initiated following a suggestion from Matsuno-san
at the PAMS meeting held in Okinawa in 2015. The visit was finally realized with the
help of Hirose-san. This was my second visit to RIAM, the first being for a meeting with
Professor Yun with my adviser, Professor Im-Sang Oh, when I was a graduate student
20 years ago. During my recent visit, I wanted to form the basis for collaboration with
the scientists at RIAM, particularly with regards to my recent research subjects,
including typhoon-ocean interactions and coupled modeling. I finally returned from
RIAM with unforgettable memories in addition to arrangements for future
collaborations.

The thing that impressed me most about my stay at RIAM was the close relationship
among the members of the research laboratory, which was more like a close family.
Fujii-san was at the center of these relationships. Her office was the place to go for a cup
of sweet tea, to hear interesting stories, and to solve problems. I have never felt as much
love and appreciation at a retirement ceremony for any Korean professor as I felt at her
retirement ceremony at Saga (see the photo taken at the ceremony). The second thing
that impressed me was the strong passion of the graduate students for their studies.
Although I only held a couple of seminars and discussions with the students, I was very
impressed by their enthusiasm for learning and their studies. Outside the campus, I
really enjoyed the delicious food at various restaurants, shopping at the department
stores and malls, and visiting the hot spring. My visits to famous restaurants with the
students for lunch will remain unforgettable
memories.

I would like to offer my deep appreciation to
my hosts, Hirose-san and Matsuno-san, who
enabled me to have so many memorable and
useful experiences at RIAM. I also thank
Fujii-san and students, Sooyeon Han, Haejin
Kim, and Keun-Jong Lee, for all their help, from
my arrival to my departure. Finally, I was very
lucky to have the companionship of Professor
Byung Ju Choi, who visited RTAM during the

same period.

Photo taken during the retirement

ceremony at Saga for Fuji-san



2. 5 My visit to RIAM for frontal variability study Choi, Byoung-Ju

I am a professor and physical oceanographer at Kunsan University, Korea. I visited
RIAM from December 2015 to February 2016. Temperature was about 50C warmer in
Fukuoka than in Kunsan such that I could feel the warm air every day. I enjoyed taking
walks around the campus during the day time. Mrs. Fujii helped me to settle down in
Fukuoka and understand Japanese culture.

On my first day of visit, I attended “symposium on the sea state monitoring and wave
measurement of the Sea of Japan and Japan's surrounding waters”. It was a good
chance for me to meet other scientists. I gave a presentation on “variation of a
thermohaline front and small scale eddies in response to wind variations”.

While I was working in RIAM, I studied variability of fronts in the Korea (Tsushima)
Strait by analyzing ADCP data from ferry boat Camelia, surface current data from HF
radars, and numerical model results. It was a great opportunity for me to work with
Prof. Hirose and Prof. Isobe who are experts in regional physical oceanic processes. We
have worked on seasonal variation of the fronts and tried to find responsible forcing for
the frontal instability. Prof. Hirose’s group has used Kalman filter for ocean data
assimilation and I also have used a different kind of Kalman filter. To understand the
difference and to learn the other group’s method, we discussed about the research which
I had worked on recent years.

"The 14th Japan-Korea Joint Seminar on Regional Oceanography" was held in
February 2016 in Takeo City, Saga. I was astonished at the long-term collaborations
between Korean and Japanese oceanographers. Prof. Yoon, Prof. Yanagi, and many
Kyushu University graduates attended the seminar. Mrs. Fujii was honored for her
dedicated service to professors and RIAM students. After the joint seminar, we visited
beautiful villages with many pottery factories. Colorful dishes, cups, and jars were
fascinating. They were so impressive that I bought several pairs of them.

I fell in love with Japanese food such as “E&” , “9 EFA” , “FH#” , “Fr X4
Z %7 Jand “BEME7-” |1 appreciate graduate students who took me to nice restaurants
near the campus. I would like to give thanks to Mrs. Fujii who always looked after me so
that I could enjoy life in Fukuoka and Prof. Hirose who invited me to RIAM and has

collaborated with me on research.
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