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2. 3 My visit to RIAM for ocean-atmosphere research Seo, Hyodae

My recent visit to RIAM gave me a chance to further my research progress in air-sea
interactions in the marginal seas in the northwest Pacific Ocean. These marginal seas,
despite their small spatial extents, are sites of very strong air-sea interaction. They are
of course of critical importance to the region’s weather, but they may also play some
important role in downstream climate variability over the North Pacific — a unique
process to the northwest Pacific that is not found in the North Atlantic (without
marginal seas). My recent work, motivated by Hirose-san and Yamamoto-san’s earlier
works, rudimentarily addressed the climatic importance of the marginal seas — open
ocean interactions, but it was merely a starting point. I was in a dire need to find
collaborators to continue this research. Timely, Hirose-san invited me to RIAM/Univ.
Kyushu, a capital of ocean-atmosphere research in the marginal seas. In retrospect, this
visit gave me a big boost that I needed to continue this research.

I had a couple of more specific goals during this visit. One was to learn about
dominant oceanic processes that determine climatology of the marginal seas. Topics
that are obviously beyond my expertise, such as tides, internal waves, ocean data
assimilation, are those that I ended up being more comfortable to talk about. I am a
great deal impressed by the sustained and extensive efforts by RIAM for measurements,
data assimilation/modeling and high-level data/climate analyses across many
spatiotemporal scales. This visit made me think more broadly and deeper about the
oceanic processes in the marginal seas and in that process daily interaction with folks at
RIAM was a new learning and insightful experience.

My second interest was to get familiar with the RIAM’s oceanic data assimilation
system, and how this can be utilized for climate research. Knowing nothing about it, I
spent some time to examine what the state-of-the-art is and what the limitations are.
This learning process was an equally good experience to the extent that I begin to
develop some ideas of collaborative project with Hirose-san using the assimilated
datasets to study, for example, dynamics and impacts of eddy-wind interactions in the
Japan/East Sea.

As the work progresses and as I become more familiar with people at RIAM, I felt
more comfortable in communicating with them. I particularly liked to talk with
students — something that RIAM as the host institution could get more out of the
visiting program. Students are extremely capable of, and enthusiastic about, what they

are studying. I wish to have more mentoring opportunities beyond the visiting program.



One thing that was impressive about RIAM is that everyone is so emotionally
attached to each other that they almost look like one big family. They are indeed one big
family, with Fujii-san as the family head (not Hirose-san, ©). RIAM should feel proud to
have such person in the family and to enjoy such a vibrant and friendly atmosphere to
work in. I am happy to be considered part of this family! Outside RIAM, I fully enjoyed
Fukuoka. Living in the heart of Tenjin downtown gave me access to a lifestyle that is
unthinkable in Woods Hole. Food in Fukuoka was just fantastic! I particularly was fond
of Hakata (and maybe Kurume) Ramen, Motsunabe, Hakata Gyoza and many other
little dishes from drinking parties. Maybe people made the food taste better. I enjoyed
getting to know new people and appreciate their welcoming spirits. Personally, it was
dream-like to be close to my family and in-laws, and I am also proud to be able to speak
and write some Japanese. I am back to Woods Hole now, and yes life here already feels
different, but at least I have now bigger heart thanks to memory from Kyushu. It would
crazy not to visit Kyushu again, where people, food and work (in the order of importance
to my life) are in a perfect balance. I would like to deeply thank my host Prof. Naoki
Hirose, and his students, researchers, and finally Fujii-san at RIAM for making my visit

such a memorable event.

2. 4 A Memorable Visit to RIAM Lien, Ren-Chieh

As T got on the Nishitetsu train for the first time from Tenjin to Shirakibaru, I became
concerned of where I should get off. A Japanese man walked towards me, excitingly
raised eight fingers, and spoke to me. I barely understood one or two words, but I knew
that he was trying to tell me that Shirakibaru would be the eighth stop. I was grateful
for his help. Before I boarded, I confirmed with him the platform of the train going to
Shirakibaru. We had to communicate with a combination of English, Japanese, and
especially body language, which turned out to become the most effective way of
communication that I used in Fukuoka for the following two months. The previous night,
Professor Matsuno kindly picked me up from Fukuoka airport and took me to the
apartment at Tenjin. He was very worried about my first train ride to RIAM but he was
unable to give me a ride this morning because he had to fly to Tokyo for a meeting. He
seemed relieved after I assured him that I would be fine. In the remaining two months
in Fukuoka, I felt the passionate kindness of friends in Fukuoka on countless occasions.

DL TWEFAN?”  Fujii San asked me as I walked into her office for the usual
three o’clock afternoon tea break. She was preparing snacks, tea and coffee. She always

treated people in her department, including visitors, as family; and I thought she



treated me especially well. Fujii San handled the paperwork for my visit to RIAM and
was extremely kind and supportive to everybody. She was the most senior and
experienced member in her department. She taught me Japanese during our
conversations whenever possible, and continually reminded me to take medicine every
afternoon. The afternoon tea in Fujii San’s office and the lunch break in Miyasaki San’s
office were one of my most favorite moments at RIAM. I enjoyed our lunch break
conversations with Professors Matsuno & Senjyu, and Miyasaki San. We often chatted
about Japanese culture, favorite pastry stores in Fukuoka, hot spring resorts at Oita, or
turbulence and mooring experiments in East China Sea, Japan Sea, South China Sea,
ete.

During afternoon tea, professors, administrators, secretaries, postdocs, graduate
students, technicians, and visitors, gathered in Fujii San’s office. It was often the only
chance I got to meet Hirose San, Fujii San, Yamamodo San, Takayama San, Sergey San,
Yufu San, Bing Wang San, Ning Zhao San, and many other graduate students. A
variety of subjects could be discussed during tea time, from casual subjects such as “the
most popular &272X” | “Eff San’s Japanese lesson for me” , to formal research
discussions between Hirose Sensei and graduate students. Amazingly, causal chit chat
and science discussions would go on simultaneously in perfect harmony in Fujii San’s
small office. However, a lot of serious business work was achieved during the tea break
such as scheduling my talks at RIAM, arranging trips to JAMSTEC and University of
Tokyo, as well as discussing research with professors and students.

During my visit at RIAM, what I enjoyed the most was exchanging research
experiences with other professors and graduate students in the Division of Earth
Environment Dynamics, Professors Matsuno and Senjyu, and in the Center for East
Asian Ocean-Atmosphere Research, Professors Hirose and Isobe, and with visitors Dr.
Seo from WHOI and Dr. Sergey from JAMSTEC. With the gracious arrangements by
Professors Matsuno and Hirose, I had opportunities to present my research of nonlinear
internal waves in the South China Sea, the parameterization of surface wind stress
under tropical cyclones, and the modulation of Kuroshio transport by mesoscale eddies.
In addition, I also learned about on-going research experiments at RIAM.

On the airplane leaving Fukuoka, looking out the window and listening to the
familiar yet incomprehensible Japanese announcements, I smiled at my reflection in

the window, closed my eyes and enjoyed scenes of precious memories from the last two
months. I thought to myself “f&[i, X b~FZWnELEH 17
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