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Besides research activity at RIAM, I had a personal intention to experience Japanese daily life, customs, and
civilization during my six month stay.  During the first 50 days when I was living at the guesthouse inside Kyudai
Byoin (Hospital) in Fukuoka City, my daily life was far from the usual Japanese pattern. Mobilization in late November
1999 to an ordinary apartment equipped with Japanese floor, Tatami, in Onojyo City was a great turning point for me to
look at my Japanese neighbors and to approach closer to the Japanese community. Frequent travels to local places,
shopping, visit to public golf clubs during weekend, and drinking with Japanese friends provided me with good
opportunity to contact local Japanese people friendly and to learn their vivid life way and customs. Tasting special
'ika' sashimi near Karatsu, climbing Hikosan in autumn, enjoying 'rotenburo' at various onsen places, golfing with staff
of RIAM are parts of my new, extraordinary experience.

At the institute, I spent part of my time to finalize two scientific papers on the Yellow Sea Warm Current and Cheju
Warm Current and to plan a future work under the liberal atmosphere, without special duty and stresses. We enjoyed
discussion at laboratory seminars of Professors Yoon and Yanagi and exchanged scientific viewpoints and ideas. Maybe,
students might pass hard time since they were implicitly forced to speak English during seminars. Eventually, they got
good chance to practice English conversation, while I lost chance to practice Japanese language. The most meaningful
fact among my activities is that [ have very eagerly learned Japanese language. I was the oldest student in the Japanese
classes given twice a week at the campus. My Japanese is still primitive, but very helpful to communicate with
Japanese.

I dare to say that my visit to RIAM is very fruitful and productive in both research and personal life, in big debt of
many faculty members of RIAM and staff in administration section. Finally, I would like to give my sincere thanks to
all of them for their warm hospitality and friendly support during my stay.
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