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FIG. 1. Schematic illustrating the three hypothesized sinks for
trapped near-inertial wave energy at a critical layer. A downgoing
near-inertial wave has east (solid profile) and north (dotted profile)
velocities 90° out of phase, so the horizontal velocity vector turns
clockwise with depth. As the wave nears its critical depth, its vertical
wavelength and group velocity shrink. Its energy builds up until it is
lost to either (i) the mean flow, (ii) untrapped waves, or (iii) turbulence.
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FIG. 1. Schematic illustrating the three hypothesized sinks for
trapped near-inertial wave energy at a critical layer. A downgoing
near-inertial wave has east (solid profile) and north (dotted profile)
velocities 90° out of phase, so the horizontal velocity vector turns
clockwise with depth. As the wave nears its critical depth, its vertical
wavelength and group velocity shrink. Its energy builds up until it is
lost to either (i) the mean flow, (ii) untrapped waves, or (iii) turbulence.
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